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CoME REKINDLE THE HiSTORY OF THE MUSCADINE & CELEBRATE WITH US
THE BEGINNING OF OUR VINEYARDS, WINERY & WINE PROCESSING

~ GRAND OPENING ~

SATURDAY AUGUST 9TH, 2008 - 4PM TO 9PM
Live Music, HALF-PRICE WINE TASTING & LIGHT HORs D’ OEUVRES

CORNER OF HWY 64 & ELM ST. « COLUMBIA, NC 27925 ¢ 252-796-4727
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PUBLISHER INGRID LEMME & CO-PUBLISHER NELI PIOSCZYK-LEMME

goum'o?z [Bea

I've known Junior Bear since
he was a tiny cub bumbling
along at his mother's heels.
He's grown to be a comical
yearling, and has performed a
number of humorous routines
for my amusement this
summer. Sometimes he's a bit
too fearless and curious for
his own good, as this photo
demonstrates. Photo and text

by Adam Henderson

/Qeac[e’z 0][ tﬁe ,}/]/]Ol/lt/l
Dave :benekas, md

Just so you understand why I put
myself on the mailing list: I was the
doctor at the Columbia Clinic from 1981
— 1984. It was a short time, but critical

¥ Quote of the Month *

“ My doctor gave me two weeks to live. I hope they 're in August.”
Ronnie Shakes

DEAR READER

Wondertful things are happening
in Tyrrell this month. Don’t
miss Rob’s & Teresa’ s annual 4-
day Beach
Party. Please
join us for the
official opening
of Vineyards on
the Scuppernong’
and a tasting of
Tyrrell’s finest.
Have you had
already our
homegrown Black Gold Potatoes?

They make some mean potato

to my life, as I learned so much. I was
way too inexperienced to be there, but I
was the only choice. I have looked at the
magazine on line, found many names I
remember. Bobby Mitchell. What a
hoot! I am still in touch with Fara
Jarman Zimmerman (mother is Emma
Lee Hassel), and I trade Christmas
cards with Morgan Clough, now in St.

salad, Neli reports. We thank
Miss Sylvia of California for her
amazing story about her family
ties with
Columbia -
she mentions
SO many
names we all
are so familiar
with. We are
welcoming
Captain Andy
_fones’ new
column about inshore fishing

and then some. Ingrid and Neli.

Louzs. I would like to come and visit
some long week-end, and I see there is
now a Bed and Breakfast right there on
Main Street. Say hello to the Ogletrees
Jfor me. I hope your magazine does well,
and that the town prospers. Dave
Denekas, MDD, practiced for 3 years
Tyrrell County, once upon a time.




.On the Seuppernong Board Welk...
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lisabeth Moran
featu’zec[ above with

/zandsome :bakota /ce’z awa’zc{.

jz-i/m 0][ t/ze /}/Mont/z
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2006, filmed in
Columbia. goog/e seanch
wouds: Columbia Redneck

LS at Sawyer & Co

Yacht Club 2006
FINE ARTIST GO OD G
TAMMY T FAMILY ORGANIZATION WEBSITE TEACHER
' The TYRRELL www.Creswell Ms. Dixie
WOOLARD Snell’s HEALTH Furniture.com Armstrong
CENTER
gooc{ Music W \ Cool Boat

‘Fisherman’s Daughter’ —)0\ B 2007 KEY WEST 210
CD, songs inspired by ':\\

Stumpy Point, where
heartfelt music is played
from the soul and our
world becomes a gentle,

more peaceful place...

CARGIFA!
RN

gooc/l fZook

Carolina Moon, girl

Marina in Columbia
sawyermarinesales.com
* Toll Free: (866)
765-6087

grew up with a father
who ruled with an iron
fist and where her

dreams and talents had

no room to flourish... —

ﬂot _75,0

Rob & Theresa’s Party.
4-day event & drawing
of 2005 HD Sportster,
most tickets sold in
advance, goes to help

Kenny Moran.
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“White's Ben Franklin or Mrs. White's as most Tyrrell County folks know it as. Founded by W.J. White and now operated
by his son, Bill. This store was the center of attraction for Tyrrell County children for many years and you can still find
dreamy eyed children ogling that special toy or treat.”, wrote Jimmy Fleming in THE TYRRELL COUNTY
"ENQUIRER" in 1999. It still is that place for many of us today. Miss Phoebe Davenport, photo top left, is helping
her customer just like in the old days. Photo on the top right features Miss Phoebe Davenport with her assistant Miss
Kathie Borst. Photo below features Miss Kathie Borst helping a customer in the sewing and crafts section.




S)y[via a/ways and ][()’zeve’z in Columbia

Dear Ingrid, and Nel.

I am just delighted in going online and reading every back issue of your wonderful,
unifying Scuppernong Gazette. Thank you so very much for every word and picture. I will tell you in
advance that you have my permission to print any part of this message, which is long (though I am
leaving out so much) on purpose so that any of "my folks" still living in Columbia might recognize a
relative we have in common and might be motivated to contact me. When I read names like Davenport,
Hopkins, Owens, Armstrong, Carawan, Spencer; Chapell, Brickhouse, McClees, Liwverman, Phelps, Pledger; Cohoon (Floyd
and Clarence), Bateman, and Spruill, they bring back the most vivid, happy memories. Just as delightful is to
read the many new surnames of residents bringing their own wisdom, talents, skills, and enthusiasm as
an addition to the Columbia scene, making it even more vibrant and profitable. You noticed that I live in

California now, and you asked me to write about my ties to Columbia. I am pleased to do so because the

ties are strong and I have always felt grateful and proud to

have them.
Jac and Harry McClees, Birdie bl
Snell Thurston and India Pritchett =
Snell at Aunt Birdie’s 100th "
birthday. = =

My paternal grandparents were James Britton ("].B." or
"Britt") Snell and Sue Ellen Hopkins Snell, who lived on
Martha Street and ran the Snell Inn, which I understand is
still standing but is no longer owned by their descendants. Granddaddy Snell was a fine cabinetmaker,

and I have some of the black walnut and pine furniture he created. My
father, Linwood Howell Snell (known as "Punk" by one and all) was the |
youngest of their 13 children, which meant that many of my first cousins

on that side were almost as old as he.

India and Punk Snell are celebrating their 50th
wedding annwersary December 28th, 1987




——

His eldest sister was my Aunt Martha Ellen Snell
Walker, whose husband owned the grocery store
roughly across Broad Street from the Post Office,
from my cousin Shelley Ludford's office, and from
the hardware store. Very early in their marriage,
Aunt Martha lost both her husband and their
infant daughter to pneumonia; so then she came
back to the Snell Inn to help my Aunt Lena Snell
Johnson run it and to help take increasing care of
my grandfather, Grandmother Snell's having died
before I was born. Aunt Martha also organized
the huge Hopkins family reunions held on the
grounds of Sound Side Missionary Baptist
Church. Aunt Edith Snell Laughinghouse lived
next door to the inn and also helped. Uncle Steve
and Aunt Dorcas Snell Rhodes lived on a farm
"out to Sound Side", and they had both the
meanest turkey in Tyrrell County and the best
blackberry pie. Uncle Collon Snell also lived in
Soundside on what is now called Snell's Landing
Road, and my cousin Collon Edward Snell still
owns that property.

One of my Snell relatives by marriage was Uncle
Jules McClees. As a very young child, I used to be
allowed to help my cousins Harry and Mary
McClees arrange the bolts of fabric and organize
the buttons in Uncle Jules' dry goods store on
Main Street. The fabric bolts were on tables
straight ahead as you entered the store's cool
dimness, and the glass counters with jewelry inside
were on the right near the cash register. And by
the way, if the present day McClees on Main

®@ 32O

1s in that same building, it may be of interest to

them that the original flooring was darkly-stained,

_7 /Le meanest .7 u’zkey cmc[ t/ze gest /glac%e%’zy /9 e. .. g

— =
straight-grained, quarter-sawn pine......not tile. 1
know my cousins Mary and Harry are no longer
alive, but I would appreciate so much hearing
word of his dear, vivacious wife, Jac, and locating
their daughter, Lynne, who I believe became a
teacher in Greenville. Some of my father's siblings
who moved away from Columbia were Uncle
Leslie Snell, Uncle Charlie Snell, and Aunt Birdie
Snell Thurston.

Here 1s a way the readers might be able to help
me: I have always assumed that my grandfather,
J.B. "Britt" Snell, build the Snell Inn himself.

Does anyone have historical information on that?
I was told that he built the church pews and other
woodwork in the Baptist Church, which might still
be standing on the northwest corner of Bridge
and Road Streets. He was so full of mischief that
when he was well into his 80's and was talking
with people just after church services, for
meanness he would reach into his suit pocket and
take out a small wooden book, which he had
carved so that a tiny wooden snake with a minute
finishing nail sticking out of its mouth would pivot
out and prick you hard enough to make you bleed.
Back then you would just go home and blend salt
and turpentine to put on the place so it would not
get infected, a remedy which was effective but
which provided a uniquely strong burning
sensation.| In order that an unsuspecting victim
would be forewarned not to follow Granddaddy
Snell's urging to take the carved book and "Go
ahead and push that cover back there on the side,"
I would slither my 8-year-old self on ahead of him
to forewarn the little old ladies, their white gloves
on the verge of being bloodied, about the trick!
continues...
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Linwood H. ‘Punk” Snell and India Pritchett Snell
in front of the C.W. Pritchett home in

Alligator, NC

...leaving on their honeymoon

December 28th, 1937

Granddaddy J.B. "Britt" Snell
celebrating his 90th Birthday.




— %l/ways and fa’zeve’z in Columbia

The male victims loved the "joke" so much that they would not warn anyone else after having
been jabbed, but instead would stand back and watch others take the punishment! My father explained
that it didn't hurt the men so badly as the women because most of the men either fished, worked with
wood, or were farmers and so had calluses on their hands. Granddaddy made, sold, and gave away

many, many of those snake books, so everybody look in your attics!

My maternal grandparents were Charles Wesley Pritchett and Sylvia Patricia Morris Pritchett, who lived
on the route which now is called "the old Hwy. 64 cut" east of Columbia "down to Alligator," the small
community marked with a star on the Tyrrell County map. To reach my grandparents' home in the
1940's, the experience was to continue out from Columbia past the high school on the red mud/sand/
crushed oyster-shell road which ambled and curved around every single beautiful farm's boundary on its
way east to the ferry landing at the Alligator River. You kept going straight and passed by the
Newfoundland/Soundside turn-off road; then you passed the plank road which led to the very tip of
Alligator Creek (The Little Alligator) to the shell of my grandfather's lumber mill (burned down by
someone in the early days of the war). Next you passed the driveway leading back through the loblolly
pine forest to Uncle John's and Aunt Rose's home; you then waved out the window at Uncle Ben's tiny
store on the right; you started jumping up and down on the back seat as you passed what became my
Davis cousins' farm (their home having been my Great-grandfather Benjamin Pritchett's home place),
and finally....as in FINALLY.... you turned left into my grandparents' driveway and waited for yellar
dawg "King" to ooze into a sitting position and to amble out of the car's way. "Mama" and "Papa"
Pritchett would be waving on the front screened porch as soon as they heard the car engine.

My mother, India Anna Pritchett, was one of "Cap'n Charlie's" and "Miss Essie's" five children. My
"Papa Pritchett" had farms, timber land, and a wonderful Scuppernong vineyard. He was once pictured
in what used to be called "The State" magazine (now called "Our State") in front of his vines heavy with
fruit. He also owned Sandy Point Filling Station and Store, had a canal dredged out all the way to
Alligator Creek, and poured a single boat ramp. My Uncle Morris and Aunt Dot Pritchett ran the
station; and Morris was the one who taught me to water ski in the Alligator Creek, where I can assure
you that the cypress knees and water moccasins were great motivators for me not to get too close to shore
and not to fall into the brackish water! My cousin Morris G. Pritchett, Jr., and his wife Wanda now
continue 1n a fine way with the Alligator River Marina they developed at the foot of the bridge crossing
the Big Alligator. Aunts Iva Pritchett Farr, Irene Pritchett Jordan (mother of Lieutenant Governor Bob

Jordan), and Anne Pritchett Wall all moved away from Columbia when they married. continues...




taylor DESIGN

keepin’ it simple

ads - logos -  brochures - web-sites - directmall - specialtyitems - personalservice - aboutus

252.809.0069

tammy@taylordesign-nc.com
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More Than A Furniture Store

Where else in Eastern North Carolina could you find
almost everything you'd need to furnish your entire home
in Just one location? We have a two-story showroom
where you can see and touch a large selection of
furnishings, mattresses, flooring and so much more!

866.397.7837

23377 US Hwy 94 North . PO Box 375 . Creawnell, NC 27928

contactus@creswellfurniture.com

furnishings flooring electric fireplaces game tables spas accessories & gifts our prices our services worth the drive
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Free Estimates 262-796-4137 _
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Wg paents ma’z’ziea/ n Co[uméia in 1937

Always and forever in Columbia continues ...

Whenever I hear the surnames
Pritchett, Holmes, Davenport, Morris,
Gray, and Davis mentioned along with
Alligator, there is a strong likelihood
that I am hearing about a relative. It's
just that I don't know their names
(particularly the married names of the
females) of the ones in my generation
and subsequent generations, or

anything about the way their lives are
going.

My parents married in Columbia in 1937, and
Aunt Martha Snell Walker sold them a home
located on the northwest corner of Howard and
Road Streets, where I was born August 11, 1939,
with Dr. Harrell in attendance. The porch in back
was not enclosed at that time; I can still draw a
floor plan of what the house was like then, even
though we lived there only until I was three years
old. It seems to me that the house was about a
block north of the church which both sets of my
grandparents attended. In 1942 when I was three
years old, we moved to Raleigh, where my father,
Linwood H. "Punk" Snell, worked for the Home
Security Administration during WWII and then
helped found Beasley-Snell Insurance Agency.

I grew up always looking forward to our many
trips to Columbia for all the holidays and for a
couple of months every summer. Can you believe
how many of us survived breathing all the DDT
they used to spray up and down Columbia streets

every evening? After I attended Duke, my native-

Californian husband and I married in
1959.....studies at University of California in
Berkeley....three children....taught competition
piano for 41 years....5 grandchildren. Excuse me
for cutting to the chase on that part of my
memories, but I really wanted to focus more on

Columbia.

There is some sad news I need to tell those who
might have missed it in the News and Observer or
the Coastland Times. My mother, India Pritchett
Snell, died February 21, 2008, at the age of 95
1/2. Iwould like her friends and any relatives
there to know that two of the most wistful things
she said to me at the skilled-care hospital were:
"You know, when I sit here at the window and
watch the cars go by, it reminds me of when
Mama and I would go out on the front porch and
snap beans while we counted the cars speeding to
get down to the ferry on time"; and then toward
her last weeks, "Well, it seems like I'm not strong
enough to be able to go down to the reunion to
see everybody again after all." She had been
president of her 10th, 11th, and 12th grade
classes at Columbia High School (Class of 1929)
and also had been captain of the girls' basketball
team. In her scrapbook, she had listed her
classmates in each grade. At first I found it
puzzling that in the 9th grade there were 35
students but that by the 12th grade there were
only 18 classmates, very few of them boys. After
all, I thought, the Spanish flu epidemic which
ravaged Columbia in 1918-19 was long past and
the boys were not old enough for war service.
Always and forever in Columbia continues...




Always and forever in Columbia continues... Then I remembered Mother's having told me that back then,
most young men went to school only through the 8th grade because the occupations of many Columbia-
area fathers required the sons' full-time help in farming, fishing, or lumbering. Here is a list of the
Columbia High School Class of 1929: Gladys West, Johnnie Rose, Florence Woodard, Raymond Leary,
Phillip Woodley, Myrtle Brickhouse, Wash Bateman, Lillian Sawyer, Clarence Chaplin, Ernestine Paston,
Eloise Carawan, Bennie Reynolds, Clarence Cohoon, Selma Sawyer, Stelma VanHorne, and India
Pritchett. My mother later went to North Carolina College for Women in Greensboro, worked as an
executive secretary in Washington, DC, and joined the Columbia Junior Women's Club and helped
found the Columbia Library before she and my father
moved to Raleigh.

Oh! One more thing! Mr. Mitchell, I was thrilled to see
your picture and to know you are still going strong. You
won't believe this, but that scrawny, squirmy, whiny, tow-
headed little brother of mine, "Woody," grew up to be a
career Air Force officer, went on to be second-in-command
of USAFE at Ramstein Air Base in Germany, and finally
retired as a full Colonel, now living in Alabama. Your fine

haircuts and talks must have worked magic on him!

Also, everybody please help me with this: In my mother's
album, I found a photograph of a smiling woman in a
shirtwaist dress. She is reaching down toward about a year-
old baby in a wicker baby carriage. In the near background
1s a wrought iron fence with the uprights staggered in height,
and in the far background there is a building which I'm
almost positive is a church. In the bottom margin of the
photograph is written, "Mrs. Drake, Sr. and Billy '27"

Sylvia Patricia Snell 3 years old, Summer 1942
playing in sandbox in backyard of her home on
the corner of Howard

and Road Street

I think the baby might be the Billy who grew up to be the
principal of Columbia High School. Unfortunately, I

not been able to visit my beloved hometown since 1989.
But in so many respects, I am always and forever in
Columbia. I miss you, but it's mighty nice knowing you're

there.

%qppy day! Syhia

Sylvia Snell Lundy (Mrs. Charles E "Duff" Lundy) 4519 Concord Boulevard, Concord, CA 94521
Email: cflundy@aol.com - If anyone writes, please use Columbia or your name in the subject line so I won't delete you!




Our wonderful, dedicated ladies at the rell County Health Center. From left to right, sitting Loret
Hodges , Cheryl Ange, Linda Brickhouse, Ernestine Hassell - left to right standing Terri Ward, Lind
Clough, Carol Barnes, Jan Spruill, Catalina Smith and Mary per. Top tight Frances Roughton
on the phone and top left Anne Chafleg;NM Provider of the 11’

: -~y

Photos by Neli Lemme e

hank you for all that you do for

L



§et Out anc[ S)ee you’z COunty. .

Tyrrell County and it's adjoining areas have some of the greatest natural beauty and wildlife that you

could imagine. I have been a fortunate person to have had the opportunity to see first hand many of the
sights that Tyrrell has to offer. I have hunted waterfowl and camped on Great Shoal , watched black
bears lap gum berries in the Seagoing Woods, caught rockfish at the Bends of the Fields, Northwest Fork,

and Wildcat Bay. I have traveled to Whipping Creek and Swan Lake Creek to see alligators basking in

the sun. I have traveled to Durant's Island just over the Tyrrell County line in the Alligator River many
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times. On these trips to Durants I have seen
porpoises and otters playing in the Alligator River as
well as just about every kind of duck, goose, or swan
that winters in North Carolina. I consider this to be
one of the prettiest places in eastern North Carolina.
Many of the places that I have mentioned are very
remote and difficult to visit. They are only accessible
by boat or 4 wheel drive vehicle and the trip may be
very dependent on the weather. I wonder how many
Tyrrell citizens ever get to see the natural beauty that
surrounds them? I would like to make 2 suggestions:
(1) It might be a worthwhile business opportunity for
someone to offer sightseeing service if only on a
limited schedule such as 2 days per week. Someone

could offer trips to Great Shoal, Durant's Island, Whipping Creek, etc. (2) I would like to suggest to

everyone living in our fine county to get out and see the beauty around you. You don't know what you're

missing! By fummy Fleming.

fimmy Fleming wrote this on his web-site THE TYRRELL COUNTY "ENQUIRER" ARCHIVES 1998 and when you look around, he knew
then already that Eco-"Tourism would make Tyrrell County prosper someday! Jimmy is the co-owner of Flemz Market in Columbia. NC!
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Thursday 14t - Welcome Party e - the Road

5-7pm Hot dogs & Hamburgers 10 am Volleyball Tournament, Aft;arnoon Biker Rodeo
Live music “ John Waters” '

5 pm -until Pig Pickin’ Live music “John Waters”
8-12pm Live Music with “Chad Cash & Friends” 8 pm -2 am Live Music w “Black Waters”

-
Fri.15"Ride Leaves @ 9am OBX Ocracoke 9 pm drawing 2005 HD Sportster

Lunch on the Road @ Howards Pub ( must be present to win)
5-7pm Chicken on the Grill Tickets sold in advance - proceeds go to help
Live music “John Waters” KENNY MORAN
9pm-1am Live Music Sun. 17t GOOD BYE Brunch Live Music

FOR A SAFE TRIP HOME NO UNDERAGE DRINKING
AND ID REQUIRED

Photo by Neli Lemme
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Tweell's Black Cold

Tyrrell County’s homegrown Black Gold Potatoes are usually ready to go on the road sometime between

June 10th and July 20th. The company marked in 2004 a new chapter in Black Gold’s history when

national Black Gold purchased the well-run Durwood Cooper Farm in Columbia, Tyrrell County. This
acquisition moved Black Gold into the East Coast shipping lanes and complimented their shipping

window. Tyrrell’s soil is a deep, black, silt loam. This farm also raises corn and soybeans.

Black golc[ s Social Sustainaéi[ity -

A part of the Black Gold culture is the inclination to give back to
society. They continually support many avenues of philanthropy,
ranging from support of FFA and 4-H members, to support of the
arts, to the funding of student scholarships. Their willingness to help
1s not only financial, but also in terms of human support. They
realized that their national geographic footprint in combination with
their small-town heritage gives a unique opportunity to apply a
national perspective to local
philanthropic opportunities. Black Gold’s social responsibilities

extends to their employees, vendors and customers.

Man 0][ t%ce W/Ont/z C/L’as Jv/Oéakms

Farm Manager, 2815 N Gum Neck Road- Phone: (252) 796-4271

www.blackgoldpotato.com/columbia.htm




Tyrrell County Calendar

August 04 2008
Tvrrell County Board of Education M
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Red Wolf Howling Safari - 7:30 PM

~August 14, 2008

| Board Meeting

008
E nual Beach PARTY
: ny Moran

lof Commissioners Meeting
on Monthly Meeting

ari - 7:30 PM

ari - 7:30 PM
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Light Tackll Faskiny is Hot!
= =

Light tackle fishing on the Albemarle Sound and Scuppernong River Banks has been really hot this

summer. The drought and south winds we have experienced has pushed great amounts of saltwater into
the sounds and rivers making it a melting pot for numerous species of fish. White perch have been in

abundance along little Alligator Creek, Scuppernong River, and the banks of the Albemarle.

Anglers are using all types of Beetle spins
accompanied with shrimp. Puppy Drum
and Black Drum are being caught on
bottom rigs and cut bait. The biggest
surprise of the season has been the
number of flounder being caught and
their size. It seems like they are being
caught everywhere. Recreational
fishermen are using cast nets to fill up their

bait wells with live finger mullet. The

mullet are “Carolina Rigged” on light to

medium action rods and slowly retrieved
bumping the bait on bottom. Good Luck fishermen! Hopefully the weather will hold up and bring

spectacular striper fishing in this fall. Tight lines. - Captain Andy Jones

Bulls Bay Inshore Charters, Sponsored by Rat-L-Trap, 1080 Bulls Bay Rd. Columbia, NC 27925
(252) 394-5543 andy@bullsbayinshorecharters.com website www.bullsbayinshorecharters.com
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SINCE 1926
’
ill i RESORT, SPA & illi

CONFERENCE CENTER
OCEANFRONT ROOMS & COTTAGES

THE OCEANFP\OI\}T SEA WATER SPA
THE OCEANFRONTY SALON DE BEAUTE
THE OCEANFRONT SEA GRILLE
THE OCEANFRO[;JT CAFFE MONTE
AND SO MiJCH MORE

MONTAUK, NY - 631-668-2345 - GURNEYSINN.COM
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the
SCUPPERNONG g azge lle

WWW.SCUPPERNONGGAZETTE.COM

SCUPPERNONG gazelle LEMME F1XIT

Columbia, NC 27925
Tyrrell County, NC

The Scuppernong Gazette is published To:
monthly and distributed in print in

Columbia, NC at the beginning of each

month. You may read the Scuppernong

Gazette already a few days earlier on our

website and even flip pages online.
www.ScuppernongGazette.com. Please

drop your e-mail in the web mailbox and

handle your FREE on-line subscription.



